INCOIS & CUTM conducts Beach Clean-Up at Konark and Astaranga Beach, Odisha

In a significant step towards preserving marine ecosystems, the Indian National Centre for
Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), an autonomous organization under the Ministry of
Earth Sciences, Government of India, conducted a beach clean-up drive at Konark’s
Chandrabhaga Beach and Astaranga’s Tandahar Beach in Odisha on Saturday. The event was
held to mark International Coastal Cleanup Day 2025, in collaboration with Centurion
University of Technology and Management (CUTM), and NGO SPANDAN under the
nationwide “Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar” (Clean Ocean, Safe Ocean) campaign. Dr.
Kamal Kumar Barik, Civil Eng. Dept. and Dr. Pratap Kumar Chhotaray, Dept. of Chemistry
from centurion university coordinated the whole event and received fund from INCOIS,
Hyderabad.

At Chandrabhaga Beach, over 80 fisherfolk, INCOIS scientists, CUTM officials, students,
and local community members joined hands to clear the shoreline. Together, they collected
1,400 kg of trash, including plastic litter, discarded fishing nets, and other non-biodegradable
waste.

Similarly, at Tandahar Beach in Astaranga, more than 40 volunteers, including government
officials, students, and members of the fishing community, removed 220 kg of marine debris.

Scientists from INCOIS, Dr. Sanjiba Baliarsingh and Dr. Alakes Samanta, interacted with
participants, spreading awareness on the growing menace of marine plastic pollution and its
adverse impact on fisheries and coastal livelihoods. “Beaches are not only hubs of ecological
significance but also crucial for tourism and the fishing economy. Collective action is
essential to safeguard them,” said INCOIS scientists.

CUTM Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr. Biswajit Mishra emphasized the importance of youth and
community engagement in advancing the Swachh Bharat Mission and protecting fragile
coastal ecosystems.

Awareness sessions highlighting sustainable fishing practices, harmful effects of single-use
plastics, and community stewardship were also conducted. The event concluded with a
collective pledge to promote eco-friendly practices and protect the oceans for future
generations. The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from the public, students, NGOs,
and community groups. All collected waste was carefully segregated and handed over for safe
disposal.
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INCOIS & Centurion University conducts Beach Clean-Up
campaign

By: Odisha Diary Bureau Date: September 20, 2025

1620kg marine waste collected from Konark and Astaranga Beach, Odisha under "Swachh Sagar, Surakshit
Sagar” {Clean Ocean, Safe Ocean) campaign SHARE POST:
Astaranga - In a significant step towards preserving marine ecosysterns, the Indian Mational Centre for

Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), an autonomous crganization under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, n n . n
Government of India, conducted a beach clean-up drive at Konark's Chandrabhaga Beach and Astaranga’s
Tandahar Beach in Odisha on Saturday. The event was held to mark Intermational Coastal Cleanup Day
2025, in collaboration with Centurion University (CUTM), and NGO SPANDAN under the nationwide
"Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar” (Clean Ocean, Safs Ocean) campaign.

At Chandrabhaga Beach, over 80 fisherfolk, INCCIS scientists, CUTM officials, students, and local
community members joined hands to clear the shoreline, Together, they collected 1,400 kg of trash,
including plastic litter, discarded fishing nets, and other non-blodegradable waste.

Simnilarly, at Tandahar Beach in Astaranga, more than 40 volunteers, including government officials,

students, and members of the fishing community, remaoved 220kg of marine debris.

Scientists from INCOIS, Dr, Sanjiba Baliarsingh and Dr. &lakes Samanta, interacted with participants,
spreading awareness on the growing menace of marine plastic polluticn and its adverse impact on
fisheries and coastal livelihoods. “Beaches are not only hubs of ecological significance but also crucial for
tourism and the fishing economy. Collective action is essential to safeguard them.” said INCOIS scientists,
CUTM Pra-Vice Chancellor Dr. Biswajit Mishra emphasized the impartance of youth and community
enpagement in advancing the Swachh Bharat Mission and protecting fragile coastal ecosystems,
Awareness sessions highlighting sustainable fishing practices. harmful effects of single-use plastics, and
community stewardship were also conducted, The event concluded with a collective pledge to promote
eco-friendly practices and protect the cceans for future generations.

Through this campaign, INCOIS reaffirmed its commitment o working with local communities, state

agencies, and academic institutions to build a cleaner and healthier marine environment.
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INCOIS and Centurion
University unite for massive
beach clean-up in Odisha
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